Tips to Getting Everything Balanced Correctly

The entire process of recording a CD is based on one thing; balance.  Whether you are recording, mixing, mastering or putting in the final touches, this is always the perspective that you will be using to piece everything together exactly right.  By keeping some general concepts in mind every step of the way, balancing your songs can become an easier process during recording and engineering.  Following are some tips that you can use as you move through the process.  

1. Volume levels.  If something seems off with the instrumentation at any stage, check the volume levels first.  This will allow you to hear what is really going on and to balance it out correctly.  This goes for certain waves that can have volume envelopes as well as instruments and the mix of all of the instruments together.

2. Frequencies.  If you are stuck with sounds in your process of recording, check and see if you have checked your frequencies lately.  Every wave comes with low, medium and high frequencies.  If one of these is distorted or too high, it can through the rest of the instrumentation off.  

3. Automated Set-ups.  One of the popular ways for engineers to become frustrated with finding balance or not finding balance is what is glanced over.  Often times, software allows you to create automatic settings for instrumentation.  Make sure that this is turned off if it doesn't fit right so that you can have the right balance.  

4. The waves.  In the end, everything comes down to the wave files.  Balancing will always include where the waves peak, where they are too low and how they can reach a normalized sound.  Making sure that your waves stay leveled at every step will keep everything even throughout the recording process.

5. Keeping it simple.  One of the mistakes of new recordings that are still experimenting with the tools is to go too far with what is being done.  As nice as it is to add in the extra effects, make sure that this doesn't throw off any part of the balance or cause you to loose the right sound with your song.  

6. How close is it to the middle?  This is along the same lines of frequencies, but has to do with the overall effects.  Whether you are working with sound waves or with the entire line of instruments, make sure everything is close to the middle with your sounds.  

7. Check the instruments.  One of the ways to make sure that the balance is on is to make sure that everything is even with the different instruments.  Many times, it will be one instrument that throws the other instruments off and causes the song to sound too high or too low.  Using formulas and balances within the individual instruments first will help you to get the right balance later on in the recording process.  

In the end, checking your balance within your recording will help you to get the right sound for your instrumentation.  At all levels, balance with the wave files applies and helps to make the correct end product.  Checking some of the basic parts that are in the recording process will help you to get everything in order and to keep it in the right space with the recording track.  
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