What is a Ring?

A ring is a round piece of material, usually made of metal or precious stones that is worn on the ring finger, the fourth finger on your hand.  Many rings are used only as decoration, but over the centuries there have developed several types of rings with special significance.

The engagement ring is traditionally worn by a woman to indicate she is soon to be married.  Men rarely wear engagement rings, but it is not an unheard of even.

A wedding ring is often worn by both partners of a married couple.  This ring signifies the two have joined together as husband and wife. More men are wearing these today than in past centuries.

Class rings are worn by students to signify they are about to or have graduated.  These are worn by high school and college students as well as graduates from higher education programs.

Mood rings were a fad that faded but are now making a come back.  These are made of a metal that is sensitive to the body’s temperature and are meant to tell what emotional state the wearer is in.

Posie rings are bands that have some sort of inscription written on the outside.  These can be given for many different events.

A purity ring is worn by many religious figures, such as nuns and monks.  These rings are a symbol of the pure hearts and thoughts of the individuals that wear them.

In Victorian times, women often were given what is known as a regards ring.  This ring was named for the stones lined on the band – ruby, emerald, garnet, amethyst, ruby, diamond and sapphire.  

Signet rings are often worn by royalty.  These rings often bear the family insignia.

The above are but a few of the many specialized rings in existence.  Rings have been around since the earliest of times and it is doubtful they will ever go out of style.

