 Signet Rings

Signet rings are also known as seal rings. In general, seal rings are used like stamps to indicate the position and title of the sender.

Signet rings have traditionally been a sign of nobility. Generally, this ring bears the symbol of the coat of arms in semiprecious stones or metal. It is engraved in intaglio. Most of the time, the material used for this is agate. The metal signet rings are usually cast and they turn out to be less expensive but produce a weaker product.

As a sign of rank and authority, the signet ring is part of the regalia of some monarchies. In some museums, the signet rings are displayed along with the crown, scepter and other royal paraphernalia of a monarch.

The pope for the Roman Catholic Church also has a signet ring. After the pope dies, his signet ring is destroyed symbolizing his passing away and paves the way for the selection of a new pope. 

The signet ring is worn on the small finger or fifth finger, but it differs from the traditional pinky ring.. Depending on the nobility’s country of origin, they may typically set it on the finger of the hand that their customs have prescribed over time. However, some countries place their signet rings on the ring finger, specifically on the right hand such as the Swiss nobles. Others such as the German and French nobles, place their ring on the ring finger of the left hand. For nobles based in the United Kingdom, the signet rings are worn on the left hand. Their rings are generally cast in gold.

Some cultures wear the signet rings differently to indicate their marital status; with the seal facing inwards towards their palms are indicating that they are married while those who wear the ring facing up are not.

